COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

P.O. Box 2120
Richmond, Virginia 23218-2120
BiLLy K. CANNADAY, JR., Ed.D. Office: (804) 225-2023
Superintendent of Public Instruction June 12. 2008 Fax: (804) 371-2099

The Honorable Aneesh Chopra
Secretary of Technology
Commonwealth of Virginia

1111 East Broad Street, 4" Floor
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Secretary Chopra:

This letter is to endorse the efforts being made by Mecklenburg County Public Schools to
share the experiences and implementation strategies they used to implement Google Applications
for Education. Their efforts to integrate this initiative with other free and open source resources
may be something that would benefit schools throughout the state. I support their willingness to
share their research and information. Their proposed plan would provide school divisions with
accessible information that could be used to determine the feasibility of implementing this
initiative into their own division.

Google Apps has allowed Mecklenburg to bring together essential services to help their
school division communicate and collaborate more efficiently and effectively. There may be
other divisions in Virginia that would benefit from the same type of program. Their goal to
accelerate low cost tools to improve their educational programs is commendable. Mecklenburg
County has documentation that shows how this initiative has saved their division approximately
$135,000 in the initial year of implementation and expects to save an additional $65,000 over the
next four years.

In order to complete their study and make this information available to others in Virginia,
more resources must be developed and additional research is needed. Documentation must be
developed in an easy accessible format so that others can make sound data-driven decisions.
Additional research should also be done to determine how this and other free and open source
tools could be utilized in enhancing the educational process.






