
Collaboration 
 

Communications Power Tool 



Google Apps is a web-based communication 
package that  allows you to communicate (work 
together) and collaborate (create and share) 
anywhere-anytime. It is very similar to the 
traditional Microsoft Word, Excel, and Power Point 
programs.
 
However, Google Apps will allow other users to 
help edit your documents in real time without 
having to send these documents back and forth .



Why Use Google Docs?
 

no hardware/software to purchase or download
creates a learning community free of charge
changes and edits are seen by everyone immediately  
available to anyone, anywhere, anytime
SECURE and it automatically SAVES
all needed is the internet and a web browser
will help put your school like MCPS on the cutting 
edge of online communication and 

       collaboration with 21st Century Skills! 



How to Create an Acount 

  Go to www.google.com  Click: Sign In
 
 

http://www.google.com/


Google Docs Home







Collaboration Benefits 

PC to PC FREE Communications
Collaboration can be done anywhere on a 
computer with a connection to the Internet
Can be done at home if internet access is 
available to the student  
Saves travel time for parents and schools
Teachers can meet and share ideas in 
extended areas and with other states and 
countries 



Potential Collaboration 
Obstacles With Students

 
Security   - No Email or Chat 

Permission from parents
Culture change  

Different time zones 
Inadequate training and explanations 
on collaboration 
Technical Issues - Using Google Edu 
and Google Apps Team Edition

 
 



 Collaboration Tips
Determine that you want to use the 
collaboration features in Google Apps
If students are involved set up Google 
Apps  Accounts to eliminate email.
Develop a plan for the students first project.  
Practice and prepare for the Introduction to 
Collaboration and Kickoff with the students
Start Collaborating!!!

 
In your handout are several other tips on "How to be Successful with 
Google Collabortions in the School" 
 
 
 



 Collaboration Demonstration 

 
 A  picture (or demonstration) is 

worth a thousand words.  
 
 
 
 

Let's Google!!!  
 
 

 
 
 



 Collaboration Success
 
 
 
 Next.....

We Party to Celebrate 
Success!!

www.vaopenclassroom.org    

http://www.vaopenclassroom.org/


 Collaboration Next Steps  

More School to School Projects
Classrooms collaborating on common projects
Teachers sharing plans and documents

More Administration to School Projects
Pacing Guides
Daily activity journals

More Help Desk Interaction with Schools 
Sharing new tools and assisting teachers with Google 
technology

Student After School Help - Google Tutors 



Doing more, better, 
faster,  everyday at 

MCPS with 




